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The three leading causes of fatal
injuries in Collier County are falls,
drug poisonings, and motor vehicle
traffic (MVT)-related injuries. In 2021,
falls made up 38.8% of fatal injuries,
drug poisonings made up 26.2%, and
MVT-related injuries made up 11.5%.

In 2021, the total number of fatal
injuries reported in Collier County
were 429, seen in figure 2. Of those
fatal injuries, 83.7% were reported as
unintentional injuries. Adults 85 years
and over made up 26.8% of all total
fatal injuries.

F A T A L  I N J U R I E S

FIGURE 2

Injury is defined as physical harm or damage to someone’s body. Whether intentional or
unintentional, injuries can be predicted and prevented. Unintentional injuries include those that
result from motor vehicle collisions, drownings, falls, firearms, drug poisonings, and recreational
and sports-related activities. Intentional injuries result from interpersonal or self-inflicted violence,
and include homicide, assaults, suicide and suicide attempts, child abuse and neglect, intimate
partner violence, elder abuse, and sexual assault.
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Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics.
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As shown in figure 3, there was a total of 2,456 non-fatal injury hospitalizations reported in 2020.
Of this total, 1,543 were reported as falls, which makes up 62.8% of all injury hospitalizations in

Collier County. Also notable, 270 reports were identified as poisonings and 195 reports were
MVT-related.

 
 
 

I N J U R Y  H O S P I T A L I Z A T I O N S

FIGURE 3

I N J U R Y  H O S P I T A L I Z A T I O N S  D E M O G R A P H I C S  ( 2 0 2 0 ) :

Based on what is reported, individuals most at risk for an injury hospitalization are:
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Drug poisonings occur when drugs are abused or taken in large amounts. Acetaminophen,
Sedative/Hypnotics/Antipsychotics, Miscellaneous Alcohols, Pharmaceutical and Illegal Opioid
Preparations are the substance category with the largest number of deaths across all ages. 
In Collier County, there were 295 injury hospitalizations due to drug poisonings reported in 2020. 
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d r u g  p o i s o n i n g s ) .

Falls can occur from a variety of biological, behavioral, and environmental factors. These risk
factors include a previous fall, chronic health conditions, house conditions (slippery floors, loose

rugs, loose cords, etc.), fear of falling, medicines, mobility problems, poor nutrition, and poor vision
or hearing. There were 1,565 injury hospitalizations due to unintentional falls reported in 2020.

Collier County had a higher rate of unintentional falls compared to Florida (404.9 v.s. 342.5).
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Carbon Monoxide is a colorless, odorless gas produced by the burning of fuels in cars,
trucks, stoves, fireplaces, grills, gas ranges, etc. Carbon Monoxide poisoning occurs
from breathing in excessive levels of carbon monoxide, which then enters the
bloodstream. Urgent medical attention is usually recommended as it causes 
severe tissue damage, and even death.
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FIGURE 4: CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING, SINGLE YEAR

Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics.

Motor vehicle accidents occurs when a motor vehicle collides with an object, a pedestrian, a
bicyclist, an animal, or another vehicle. In 2020, It was estimated there were 42,338 deaths from

motor vehicle crashes in the United States . In Collier County, there were 201 injury
hospitalizations reported in 2020 due to motor vehicle related accidents.  
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Fortunately, due to
technological advances,
carbon monoxide
poisonings do not occur
very often. However,
Collier County's rate of
carbon monoxide
poisoning was higher
than Florida's in 2021, and
in 2017 it reached a rate
of almost 5.0 with 17
cases in Collier County.
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